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F' the Readers of the Following Sermon knew 
how very little Time I had'for the Compoling 
of it, They would not be Offended with: its 
Plainneſs: Nor Thoſe that are Ingennons, Cri- 
== = tical in obſerving. Faults or Over-lights. The 
Concluſion of the Sermon, which contains the :Occafror 
of -my Penning and Preaching it, Ihave here Publiſher 
with ſome ſmall Additions, which I think' fit to men- 
tion, becauſe thoſe of whoſe Humanity IT have had 
ſuch plentiful Experience, ; will be forward enough, -I 
preſiime, to -give ont, upon their finding 'any- Paſla- 
ges they did not hear from: the - Palpz?, | that I have 

* Lyed in the 7itle-Page. = - SONY WY 
The Deſign of this Preface is to Vindicate my ſelf 
from a great Slander of theirs (and'T am prepared to 
do the like," as to all the 0:her Thave heard-ofy which 
notwithſtanding: my Endeavours,: both by Word of 
Mouth and Letters, to' Clear my 'Self of, doth (as [ 
underſtood the Laſt Week) {till ftick- upon me : And 
*"is this, That I ſhould” give, about: a ' Year and three 
"Quarters fince;'to a'-dertitin Fanarrith, 3 Anaviſh Eer- 
"?ificate, to bring him off, in a Court of Juſtice, from 
A3 an: 
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-an Indjifment of ſo Scandalous a Crime, as the Depra 


wingof the Common-Prayers. And in ſhort, That I'Cer- 
tified him to be a good Church-Man, whereas he never 
came to the Communion but once, in order to his being 


Qualified for the Office of -Common-Coyncil- Man. And . 
if I ever gave to any ſuch Perſon fach a Certificate, 
IT will freely acknowledge, I was a XFnave indeed, 


But before 4 proceed farther, I will. &y 2bis, That 
I know not that T ever Repented* of any Certificate I 


gave in 'my Life, except of Oxe that two of my grea- 
teſt Enemies, before they diſcovered their Malice to- 


wards me, did unawares draw me into ; which was 
to this Efed,..and, to the -beſt of my remembrance, 
in theſe very 'Words, 7 hat for ought 1 know, they were 


Men of Peaceable and Chriſtian Spirits; which Certif- 


cate was of their own Penging. I muſt Confeſs, I the 
{brewdly ſuſpefted that they were not Men of ſuch 
Spirith, but becauſe I had no certain Xowledge of the 
.Contrary, upon. a little deliberation I Subſcribed it. 
But_ within. a few dayes. I was. made ſenſible what a- 
Trapan. this was, being informed, That theſe very Men 
had Repreſented me, at Whzte-Hal, as an Encourager 
of Fanaticks in our Freedom-Veſtry, This was told 
.me by a Perſer of Honour, who had it from Mr. .Se- 
cretary Jenkins, But I Appeal to the preſent Recorder. 
"of Loadon, and tothe Alderman of our Ward, whe 
ther, in their Preſence, I did not abundantly. Clear my 


Innocence, as-to -this Charge. The Latter". of thele 


Gentlemen, meeting mein, or near,:Cor»hi/l, ſome dayes 

"after the Hearing which we had in the Recorders Cham-- 
ber, defired me to Pardon the.Chief Man of them ; and: 
[the Recorder, at the Conciuſion of the Hearing, I think 
'befare molt af the Ye/try-Men were gone out (tor. there 


"W3S. - 


The Preface. 


was a full Appearance: of them too) was pleaſed to 
Declare (my Self ſtanding by him, 'and vers Others) 
That he would juſtify my Honeſty - (that was, with re- 
ſpe(t to * Proceedings in the Yeſtry) on ary Ground 
im England. | Nona 
; My Adverfaries thus failing of their Deſign, they, 
with oze or two more,, have, almoſt ever fince - that 
time_to thzs,. turned every Stone to Ruine me: And 
' London Rings of their Carriage towards me. Nor hath 
it Satisfied them to abuſe Ae in the groſſeſt manner, 
but they have put an intolerable Abuſe upon a Great- 
May. or Two, . for when they have 'been Expoſtulated 
with, - for making my Life ſo Tneaſy, they have En: 
deavoured to remove all Blame from themſefves, by 
pretending that what they had done, was in: meer 
Obedience to thezr Commands, And when it was 
replyed (as once it was by my Self, to this Effet) 
Tou firſt inſtigate Great Perſons by your wretched Stories, 
and then Hypocritically pretend that my Troubles Orig#- 
nally proceed from them, there was no Anſwer, but 
perfect Szlence. DENY 

It nvght make a Competent PYo/ume, to give an Ac- 
count what: Slazders they have deviſed, and Methods 
they have taken, from time to time, to do Me Miſ- 
chief. IT have a Narrative by me of the Moleſtations 
they have given. me, to about Zalf a Tear fince, which 
I intended then to Publiſh, but upon Second Thoughts 
1 judged it more prudent to hold my hand 'for ſome 
time longer. | | 
__ Butto return to this Xnaviſh Certificate ; The Perſo 
_ T certified for, was one Mr. R. W. who is one of my 
Neareſt” Neighbours. The Occafion of the Certificate 
was This, Two of theſe Three or Four Men, who have 

| -- 
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ſo long. been my Adverſaries,, accuſed this Man to. me | 


before his face (which fair-play:they rarely -ufe)-6f 
having called, the Compon—Prayers an muvvation, wpon 
2 Motion to: have them Read, at the meeting, of thei 
Queſt, in the Queſt-Houſe. Mr, WW. Profeſled : that: he 
_ only. called'the Reading of them upon That (Occafron io, 
for that never; any” ſuch thing had:: been:done before, 
that ever he heard of in this Pariſh: And: that he ops 
poſed the bringing up of ſuch a -Cuſtome, for 'the 
Poors fake, becaule: he preſumed: they would pay the 


Reader- qut of -the Purſe, that at That Meeting annus-. 


ally was made for Them. But 'he told -me:he. decli» 
red to them, that it they would pay':the Reader out 


_ of their Own Purſes, they might have the Prayers-in » 


the-Charch with all his heart ; and acknowledged then 
that he:gave them a Proverbial Saying, which they 
made'/a-mighty buſineſs of, that. fignified no-more'than 


that every Body miglit have: his.Liberty; either to 6, 
or. to ſtay away ; which, though it might be decently 


enough uſed in moſt: Cafes .not: relating-to Religions 


Afﬀaires, yet I told him it was Jrreverendly' done &f 


him to ule it in.zhis.Cafe ; And though I couldinot 
impute it.-to his Dzſaffettion to the Prayers: (he having 
ever ſince I came to this Pariſh, and 1 underſtand; for 


{ome Years: before -was 'a conſtant attender on - then - 


Upon Sundayes ) but to meer Raſhneſs' and Inconfide+ 


ration, they being then in the heat of 'Paſtion;''y. 


« £ 


- at that time, and more- then once--ſince;. I rebukell | 
him for it with ſeverity enough. And I further 'R& 


proved him before theſe Men, for not: being as for- 
ward as any to:,1o;good a Motion; though it - Was 
evident enough, that' the Mction was not 'made ſym 
{0,good a Principle, as that of true Love to the mn 
IP 
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ſhip of God, but upon a deſign that was very Obvi- 
ous. I farther added, that to encourage the Reading 
of the Prayers, at' this Yearly Meeting, I would My 
ſelf firſt read them at their Meeting again the nexr 
Year, and ſo for the future, which accordingly I did 
the laſt Chriſtmas. They had another Story of a 
met indecent ScofF at our Church Muſick, but this he 
utterly denzed, and perſiſts in doing ſo; and the Truth 
is | never Believed it, but now, for a reaſon I won't 
mention, I dzisbelieve it. 
After all the Paſſionate Fending and Proving was 0- 
ver, and I had, as I faid, ſmartly enough reproved 
Mr. . I told them "twas evident, he did not call the 
Prayers an {nnovation, but only the Reading them in 
the Queſt- Efouſe, or upon that Occaſion, and then Exhort- 
d.them to more Chriſtian behaviour towards one ano- 
ther, and to be Friends again; Having heard that there 
was an elder Grudg between one or 4oth of theſe 
Men, and this Mr. W. And that the Difference did not 
begin now : Although ove of them had been ſome- 
' tme before his great Intimate, and he Conſtantly 
gave Mr. I. the Title of his Maſter. Hereupon they 
Drank to each other, more than once, and ſhook hands. 
Bu the Next News I heard of them, which ſurprized 
me much, was, that they had made a Complaint of 
lim to Mr. Recorder, and that the Con/tab/e had carried 
bum away to Guz/d-Hall, and that there he was bound 
over to anſwer tor his Depraving the Common-Prayer, 
Upon theſe Mens Oaths, at rhe #ivgs Bench Barr. Where- 
_ this Mr. . ſignified to we, That the-Lord Mayor had 
iſed him, -to. get a good Petition drawn up to. my 
Lord Chief Fuſtice, and as good a Certificate as his Miniſter 
and other Creditable People of = I could give him E 
a an 
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- and that His Lordſhip promifed him to preſent 40th with 


his own hand,and accordingly He performed that Promifi 
Hereupon I again Reproved him,and told him I hoped this 
would be for the future a Varnixg to him ; and finding him 
much dejected, I faid I would willingly certifie for hin 
whatſoever I knew to be true of him. And the Cert; 
ficate ] gave him was this, That he was a Conflan 
Attender on the Prayers of the Church, a Prequenterif 
the Holy Communion, in the way of the Church of bog 
land, and a forward man to Publick good Works int; 
Pariſh, and particularly at that time, to the Repairin 
of our Charch and Steeple. - And in the cloſe, Ie 
preſſed how far 1 was from © going about to 'excul 
his fault ; but in what Words 1 did this, I don't'nown 
member. DES { -: + - "one 
This is the plain and Naked Truth of this matte, 
.and I am yet to learn where lay my fault. Niyl 
am ſtill fully fatisfied in my Conſcience, that Fil 
nothing but what I might Lanfuy d6, ay natal 


thing but what I was bound. in Common Fuſtice:t 
do. For I never knew him other, than a*Conſtant atten 
der on the Prayers of the Church, nor than' a Freijix 
| ter of the Holy Communion, I niean” por His" 
and at the Ray/es. And, whatſoever Fatrſts*he ” 
have been guilty of, I have found no one -Pariſhiol 
more Publick Spirited, both in reference to the Chirth 
and Pariſh. And he was one of the beſt Church-Wardtn 
(1 finding him in. that Office when I firft came hitHft) 
that I believe the Pariſh- ever knew. - It hath'bet 
'Obje&ted to me, that he behaved himſelf D/dyallyat 
the Election of Sherifs, and therefore this Certificate 
was taken the Worſe at my hands. -But I need Yak 
no other Reply, than that this was-more than T'#W. 


[ have 
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[ have but 1;r:le Acquaintance in this Pariſh to. this 


Day, and. had Jeſs then, fo that I might . very well be 
2 ſtranger to his Behaviour at that EJe&tion. For my 


part, I never perceived any D#/loyalty in him, but the 


Contrary, when he hath come to me, which he does 
very rarely, but when Buſineſs brings him, though 
he lives cloſe by me. And had he diſcovered Di/af- 
feion to . the Government, either in Church or State 
to Me, what is commendable in him thould not have 
made with Me an Atonement for it. But there is no 
qd of theſe my Obliging Friends Stories; I hope 
though, for the future they | be more Znocent ones; I 
mean, that their 7 ongues will be no Slander. The 
worlt thing I knew of this man was, that he. would 


' etoo ealily Proveked, but as ſoon (that Ile fay for him 


too) Paczfied. But why ſhould I better know what this 
W. was, than what Theſe Men were? I was I confeſs 
often -fo/d what: 7wo of them were, but I would not 
believe it, till they did me the kindneſs to make me 
underſtand them whether I would or no ; and ſince I 


| have been ſufficiently upbraided with my Charitable In- 


cedulity. But in order to the more- Blackening of 
Me, One. or : More of my good Friends have .reported, 
That he was upon the Scaffo/d when the Xing was Mur- 
thered. 1 never heard of 7his till this very day, but 
I concluded *rwas a Wicked Lye, betore I tent for him 
toask um the Queſtion. His Reply was, that he was 
then but a Boy about ſixteen Years Old, (as any one 


" May believe that knows him) and that he was at that 
time Fourſcore Miles trom- London. 

© In ſhort, Mr. Attorney General had a full-Hearing of 
the forementioned Caute, was fully fatistied ot / the 


Baſeneſs of it, and gave Mr.W. a Noli Proſequi. + 
; (a 2) My 


Fertul. 
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My Enemies after this, made-an Article apainſt-me- 


of this Certificate, at Doftors- Commons, and it :was 
thrown out again with Contempt enough. And'yet; 
it is ſtill made a. hainous Crime in me, and if it muſt 
be fo for the future, after this pains 1 have taken to 
clear my. {elf of -being- faulty therein, ſo /et it, Per. 
vicacie mullum ons By remedium Deus. But I & 
clare farther; that if I had refuſed to certifie what 
I knew to be true of this Man, I had not only beg 
P1juſt, but highly Diſ-ingenuozs. For at my firit com 
ing. to. this- Pariſh, though he was a meer S?ranger to 


me ; and-I never once heard of him before ; he high: 


ly obliged me by ſtanding up for my Right to Houls 
that were Built en the Church-Yard Ground, and 
which: I recovered without going to Law, and by no 
_ Aſſiſtance more than' by his. And fo-much for 
hat. OOTY EN 

I am accuſed too of this very Whiggi/h Frick, and 
in My mind a More Knaviih one, than the. pretendd 
Certificate, viz. That the Lord Mayor, or ſome Grut 
Man (no. was knows who) ſending to me to give my July 


ment of Perſons-fit: to be choſen Common-Council-Men, 


aud to do my beſt towards procuring the Choyce of Loyd 
Perſons, T.recommended Fanaticks, or at aff Whigs, and 
ſtickled for. them. But the- Reader ſhan't need to bt 
{cared with the fears of another: tedious Tale, for 1 
Word or Two will da this. buſineſs, viz. I ſolemnly pro 


feſs both upon the Word of-a Chriſtian and a Divine. 


That I never. concerned my- fel, either directly: or in 
directly, in that Afﬀair, nor-ever was defired” by any 
Mortal to. Medale.in-it. But yet this Goodly coor 
plaint of me,, was told me by no leſs a Man than 
Zord,this laſt week, And I am_nort to.ſeek to-under- 


ſand, 
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| fand, why juſt at 7his Nick of time, (I mean with- 
| in this Week orFortnight) there are ſuch Strenuous but 
Secret Endeavours ufed by theſe Men,” to make me all 
that's naught to our GOVERNOUMRS. | 
_ It may be expected I ſhoald here Clear my ſelf cf 
Diſcouraging my Church-Wardens from Preſenting Diſ+ 
ſenters, which they made an Article of, but I need to 
fay. no more than zhjs to it, That as they could make 
nothing /ike a Proof of it in the Court, 16 the contrary 
appeared zhere, = the Depoſition of the Principal of 
their own Witneſles. \... And I had full Evidence ready 
to prove , That I only Charged them to Preſent n- 
partially, and not toGratify any ones RevengefulPiques, 
but it was not preduced becauſe 'twas needleſs. And 
[ had, after a full Hearing, Zen Pounds Cofts given me 
inſt them. And: now my Hand is in, a Word or 
wo to their Grand Article, That I gave the Commu- 
won to two of my Church-Wardens together, Who were - 
Excommunicated in the Court, near a Tear and half ſince. 
But as. I had Leave to Defer the Publiſhing of that Ex- 
communication, fo the Sacrament was given them 4e- 
fore, 'rwas Publiſht; and I had then great Aſſurance, 
That Excommunications can take no Efett till they are - 
Publiſht ; and what I did, was done upon the beſt Ad- + 
we I was capable of having, and I Relyed upon rhe 
Authority. of more than. Oze' Ecclefiaſtical Fudge; and 
the fame Article had been Exhibited - againit many -0- 
ther Divines beſides my ſelf, had they been ſo unhap- | 
py as to have had in their Pariſhes any People of - 
ſuch Yexomous Spirits, as thoſe Few I am infeſted with. . 
S0 that,. if this were a Fault in me, it was a Fault of - 
moſt Excuſeable, if I may not ſay Invincible, Ignorante. 
I na. way Conſulted. mine own Jntereſt - in -doing | ns 
thing, - 
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' thing,” and I Abominate the. breaking of any Order of 
-the Church to Gratify any Perſon whatioever, . * 

There is one thing more which I ought not toomit 

viz. That whereas I might ſay (but that it may he 

replied, 1 live far from Neighbours) that no Man coulg 

live more Peaceadly than I. have done in this place, ng 
have been more forward to O#/ige all' Men, [- haye 
 wondred ſometimes, and ſo have others too who knoy 

my Converſation, how I ſhould happen to have in m 

_ Pariſh ſuch Bz#ter Enemies, though, I thank God, | | 
have but a very tew that I know of. But I have bee 
for ſome time fatished, that my impartiality in Pready 
ing hath netled ſome, and particularly my- trequent & 
poling certain Vices of ſome among us; who value them- 
ſelves mightily upon their Loyalty and Conformity, 
whom I haye plainly told, That .they are a Diſgrace 
both to the Xing and the:Church; and it may be 1 
have but ſeldom dealt Severely with the Fanaticks, and 
Men of Factious, Seditious, and Rebellious Principles, 
but I have had a Boxt with them too. Now this 151 
Fault I will not make the leaſt Excuſe for, and if ithe 
a Fault, I believe moſt of the good Service I have done 
here to the King and Church, hath been principally 
Owing to tt. 

A Second Cauſe of my Troubles Iam too ſure (and Ique 
#ſtion whether. I can name a Third) is, My Refuſing to 
part. with Mr. S. after all Endeavours'that have been 
.uſed to Set me againſt him. And for my great Averl 
neſs to Gratity his Enemies herein, T will Exerciſe my 
Readers Patience with this ſhort Apology. viz. That, 
belides one Perſonal -Pxque, I ſoon perceiv'd, tht 
Bottom of the Emnity againſt. him, to'be ſome Set- 
mons he Preached of the Abſolute Neceſſity of Reftitir 

: 20h, 
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ay to 
him, 
ſitt- 


| could not but expect the Curles & Fuggrpds of 
"Noted Citizens, 


for many Years, to Zim, as 1 as he hath now, for 
2 long time by ſome few, been Requited for it. And, 
' toſpeak my Conſcience, I am certain this Pariſh could 
very much better ſpare wy Self, than it can Zim. 
Vopapm at my firſt coming, there was ſome Miſ- 
Wo anding between Him and Me, which ſome hoped 
w ould have ended in a ſettled Enmity like to Theirs : 
But in a very ſhort time, We came to know each 
Other Better, and then immediately all 7hat Vaniſhed, 
.aad hath. never. been. in. the /ea/{ Revived to this. Day.. 
And, as to his Preaching up, Loyalty, and Con- 
formity to the Church, I know not a Divine in Lon- - 
don that is, or, ever ſince 1 came hither, hath: been 
more Zealous ; as many Hundreds, 1 may ſay ſome Thou- 
ſands, can bear me Witneſs. I will make no other A- 


pology for troubling the Reader with this long ny 
lie, 


"The Preface: |; 
= than this very ſhort one, viz. Meer Neceſſity bath, 
ſorely againſt my Tnclination, Compeld me to it. 

Jas, 1 [ expect to have the old lame Diftick flung 
an my Diſh +...4 a 


Hoc mihi pro certo ef, Jery ji cur revs Certo, 
Finco, ſeu vincor, Cert® Ego Macmlor, 


Andif T have ehis Wipe, Te take itPatiently, though 
of all Gibes, Iconteſsy I Moſt hate Trze Ones, © 


St. Giles Cripplegate, 
Nov. 16, (8) 
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| Shall not detain you with” any TOE & 
Preface , but fall immediately upon the 
Buſineſs 1 defigned in the choice of theſe 

- Words, for my Preſent Subject. 
The Juſt and Pious KI N G, who was the 

Pen-Man, ſpends” this ſhort Pſalm in declaring 

to: his People , how he was refolyed - to man- 

nage himſelf, in reference to the encqurage- 

ment of Picty and Virtue among them; and the 


= __diſcor- 


(2) 


diſcouragement of Vice and Wickedneſs. And 
among other particular Vices which he tell; 
them ſhould -by no means eſcape Puniſhmeny, 
that of Slandering their Neighbours comes in, 
in the Words of my Text, Nor 1s here any 
one Vice which he expreſſeth ſo great an ab- 
horrence of, or ſo feycrely Threatens, as thi 
of Slandering. For, whereas he faith, A fro 
ward Heart ſhall DEP 4 RI FR OM ME: 

I wil wt KNOW a Wicked Perſon: And 
him that hath a High Look, and a Proud Heart 
will not I SUFFER: And he that worketh 
Deceit ſhall wt DWELL WIZ HIN MI 
HOUSE: And he that telleth Lies ſhall mt 
TARRY IN MY SIGHT ; He make 
Slandering their Neighbours , a C apital Crime, 


and dectareth That Wheſo $landereth his Neigh- 


Y 
f: 


bour, bim would He C UT OFFS: ii; 4 


Firft, 1 will endeavour to ſhew , -what s 
here Meant by Slanderi # ones Neigh 
bour. 

Secondly , Upon What accounts we may pre- 
fake this Good King did thus Threaten 


thoſe that ſhould = Guilty of this 
Practice. 


L. What 
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| - I, What 1s. here - Meant, by. Slaxdering ones 


) 


Neighbour. . Thus to do, 1s either to. Devife. a 
Tale of another and then 7e#4t ; Thar 1s, 
Such a Tale, as tends to the bringing. of a 
Blot upon the Perſon of whom ris invented 
and told : Or to tell' a falſe. Story from other 
hands as true, . and with a deſign to have it 
Believed without ſufficient Evidence of the 
trith of 1c. Now although this Latter way 
of. Slandering be a very Grear Sin ,\ as pro- 
ceding from great want of Charity, and be- 
ng perfectly oppoſite to that Golden Rule:of 
our Saviour, What you would that Men ſhould do 
19you, do you even the ſame to them, (than which 
no_ Maxim in Morals 1s more plainly taughc 
by; the Law of Nature, _z. e. Right .Reaſon 
inaffiſted by Divine Revelation , and which 
a Pagan Prince gives us in . Negative” Terms 
vg, Cuod tibi . fieri non wis., alteri ne feceris. 
Whatſoever thou. wouldſ/t not have done to thy. ſelf,do 
wt offer to 'do' to another ; 1 ſay, as this Latter 
vay of Slandering 1s for theſe reaſons a very 
Great Sin, and conſequently will-meet with , 
vhere it 18 not timely: repented of, very Sore 
Puniſhment from Gods hands ) yet the Former 
way, viz. Slandering by Inventing of Storics to 

= B 2 the 
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-the Blemiſhing of. any ones Good Name, is 1 
Greater Sin, ((as1s evident art firſt hearing) and 
therefore deſerves Greater Puniſhment. And the 
more the Tale Backers his Reputation of whom 
1t. is told, and the greater, or more ufectul'the 
Perſon 1s m the World who: 1s detamed, as alfy 
the greater the Injury 1s that 1s defigned hum Nl | 
telling it of him, the greater ſtill is *this & | 
ccedingly great Sin. Now the Slandevers that  * 
King -:Dgvid muſt needs mean here in th 
Text , and whom he threatneth with being 
Cat. of are ſuch as ſhall. Deziſe and hay 
Lits.to the Injuring of their - Neighbours, ji 

of eny Perſons ,, be their Rank and 'Qualiy 
what it will ; which the word Neighbour - doth 
1mport. And they are onely ſuch Slender 4 

theſe which muſt be here thus threatned, becauk 

the other Sort (viz. Such as do not Hwent, but 
only Raſbly give Credit to and Report Lics of 
their Neighbours) though They are great\1- 
ners too, /yet we cannot 'think that the King 
would doom them to' ſo great a Puniſhment 
For in all Places, there are too many of theſ 
Offenders to: be 'made Obnox1ous to ſo {eyere 
a Sentence. - And: beſides, it is not ſo cafy'a 


matter for the A co find Evidence fut 
ficient 
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ficient in ſuch a caſe as 7hz , to found ſuch a 
Fentence as that of Death upon. it. 


- II, I come to ſhew upon oat Accounts this 
Good King did- 7hus threaten fuch as Privily 
Slandered their Neighbours. There 1s very great 
taſon for his being thus Incenſed againſt them. 

Firft, Becauſe Inventers of Slanders arc in 
the munber of the moſt Tajurious and Miſchievons 
People in the World. 

- 1, They are -moſt Miſchievous to thoſe Per- 
fns who are the 0bjefs of their Slanders; None 
we wore ſo, ps choſe Inſtruments of Satan, 
who by drawing others to Sin deſtroy their 
Souls. " Aﬀier the Divine Graces and Virtues, 
which are neceflary to Quality for the Heaven- 
Happineſs, a Man's Good-Name is the moſt 
highly Valuable It 15 not only Better than pre- 
tiows Oyntment, and rather to be choſen than Silver 
and Gold (as the Wiſe Man faith) but 'tis to be. 
preferr'd before all Temporal Enjoyments what- 
beyer, not excepting Life it ſelf. For who can 
take any Comfort in his Life, (unleſs he be de- 
veſted of all Humanity, and ſtrangely ſunk 1nto 
the Brutiſh Nature) that.is ſenſible of having 0ut- 
td his Good-Name? —_— as for thoſe that arc 
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ſo funk , it would be much better for themſelizs 
as well as for the World , if they were out of 
Being. And as it is Natural to thoſe Men why 
have. any thing of Generouſneſs and Ingenuity 
in their Tempers, above all things to Cove 1 
Good-Name; Sothere is this great reaſon why they 
ſhould, namely , Becauſe it is the chief Thing 
that makes Men zſefu! in the World; and there 
are no ſuch unprofitable or inſignificant Creatures 
upon God's Earth , as thuſe are who have hf 
their Reputation , or had never any to loſe, ] 
mean by a Good-Name and Reputation , that of 
a Good-M.n : Of a Man that hath 1imbibed good 
Principles, and is true to them : Of a ManRe- 
vering the Great God, and Fearing to break 
wilfully any of His Laws. That which cither 
in the Sacred Writings, or in the Books of the 
Philoſophers is called a Good-Name , is wholly 
Founded upon Good Morals. A Large Under 
ftanding, ſhrewdneſs of Wit and Parts, High Titles 
of Honour, &c. have, tis Confteſled, acquired to 
their Owners Great Names, but theſe alone never I 
made any Man the Poſlcetlor of a GOOD-Name. 
Now fo far as any Mans Reputation, 
reference to his Morals, is Eclipſed, ſo much 


the leſs Capable doth he immediately bore 
i 0 
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of being Serviceable in his Generation. The 


kf of a Good-Name any one hath, the fewer 
Opportunities and Advantages will he have, of 
being beneficial ro his Fellow-Creatures, either 
n their Temporal or Spiritual Concerns , but 
eſpecially in their Spiritual, 'And as 1t is chiefly 
upon this account that a Good-Name ought to 
xo Highly eſteemed ; -So to Eſteem 1t upon 
my other account ſeparate from this, 1s nothing 
letter than a Gratification of Animality or Ford 
Fancy. But this Conſideration makes it highly 
raſonable. to prize a Good-Name above Rubics, 
ndabove the Wealth of both the Indies, and 
reckon our Sufferings herein in the number 
othe. greateſt Worldly Sufferings. So, it 1s 
manifeſt , King David did , by divers Paſſages 
nhus Pſalms : As particularly in Pſal. 35. 17, - 
2, faith he, Falſe Witneſſes did riſe up againſt 
mw, they Laid to my charge things which I knew not 
(orwhich I was altogether Guiltleſs of ) they 
warded me evil for good (or this Evil of Slander 
brall the good Services I have done: them ) 
v the ſpoiling, or (as 'tis in our 0/4 Tranſlation) 
b the great diſcomfort of my Soul, And Pſal. 69. 
9; 20. he thus Complains ; Thox haft known my 
eproach and my ſhame and my. Diſhonour, mine Ad- 
My: | werſaries: 


werſaries are all before thee, Reproach hath broken 
my heart and I am fall of ' Heavineſs. So that a 
Slanderer being a Robber of that which is d& 
ſcrvedly fo Precious, or at leaſt he always being 
ſo in his Endeavour, there was great reaſon why 
this Holy King ſhould ſo Abominate him, % 
we find by our Text he did : Burt, 

2. As the Slanderer 1s thus highly Injurious 
to Thoſe who are the 0bjefs of his Slander, 
ſo is he the moſt Peſtilent Creature to the 
Community of which he is a Member. Thok 
who invent S/anders, are the greateſt Peſts and 
Plagues to a Body Politique. They are conts- 
nually ſtirring up Strife and Contention, An 
moſities and Emulation : And where rheſs ate, 
St. Zames tells us, There 3s Confuſion, and every ail 
IVork. . One of theſe 5 is ſufficient to ſer a whole 
Neighbourhood together by. the Ears, and! a Few df 
them are enough to enflame a whole Ci ity,naya 
whlc 6 VA ing, _— faith, Prop, 626 
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C99 
they not only ſow. Seeds of Diviſion. among 
'Fe People, but beget a mutual Miſ-underſtans 
ding berween them and their Governoaurs. Theſe 
\Bickbitings and Whiſperings render Governours 

xalous of their Prople, and the People as jealous 
o their Governowrs. Princes ſee with other Mens 


Fes, as chey A by other Mens Hands ; and 
therefore 'ris the mak difficule Thing, and e- 


- next to impoſſible for them, ordinarily to 


cern between Calunnies and True Stories. They 


kave greater Matters alwayes to mind, than 


to have Leiſure to Dive to the hottom of 
thoſe Repqrts that are brought ro them. And 


therefore, no wonder if they are frequently 


Abuſed and Impoſed upon; and o, perſwaded_ 


| take /one for their Worſt, who are in the 


mber of their Beſt SubjeQs ; and others for 


Y their. Beſt, who are —_ their Worſt. And 


while the Slanderers are as Cunning and Dex- 


trous as they are Wicked and Malicious, What 
cn alwayes prevent this, and the horrible Mil: 
Chiefs occaſioned thereby, but ſuch ' a degree 
a Widom and -:f Searnts as no where relides 
by in in 0D _ 
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ing out of his Kingdom ſuch People-as 'Thiſp, 
when he knew them to be the great Inſtry- 
ments of-their Father the Devil, in making his 
Subjects uneaſy: to bimſelf, and to one anthy, 
and himſelf too as unealy unto them: When, he 
knew that all good Order and Government 
was inconſiſtent with the Encouragement; or 
Toleration of. fuch: a Crew of vile Milcreants, 
When he was ſo well aware, that let ſuch pre 
tend to what: Loyalty they pleaſed, 'rwas im- 
poſſible for him- to have Naughtier Subjeqs 
| than Theſe are. nn 
Let us Conſider what St. James ſaith of 1 
Slandering Tongue, Ch. 3. v. 5. The Tongue js a lite 
tle member, and boaſteth great things; behold hiv 
great 'a matter a little fire Kindleth!* And the 
Tongue is a Fire, a VVorld of Iniquity. So is th 
Tongue (or -a Calunniating Backbiting Tongue) 4: 
mong our Members, that it defileth the mhole Body, 
and it is ſet on Fire of - Hell,” 


Secondly, As Inventers of Sliders are the-moſt 
Miſchievous and Deſtructive ſort of People ; 6, 
whilſt they are negle&ed-and 'let alone, they 
are- the moſt Succeſsful in their . wicked De- | 
ſ1gns. They are ſo Succeſsful, that what out 

| woman Pro 
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Proverb ſaith of a Flayl, is much truer of a Slan- 
dering Tongue, that, There is no Fence againſt it. If 
any thing be a ſure Pratection from it, one 
would think the moſt Spotleſs Innocence, and 
the molt Exemplary Virtue needs muſt, but 
the Example of our Bleſſed Saviour aſſures us 
of the Contrary, No Man ever arrived to 
Hs Innocence or Vertue ; but for all that, never 
was any one fo ſtrangely Wronged in his Good- 
Name as Fe, _ Though no Man more Practi- 
ſd or Taught Loyalty, yet was He Repreſented 
3 an Enemy to Cze/ar. Though never had 
the Devil /uch an Enemy, yet was he Calum- 
niated as a Great Wizzard, in league with Beel- 
bub the Prince of the Devils. "Though never 
was' the Breaſt of any one ſo poſlefled with 
Divine Love, nor any mans Mind with ſo 
great. 2 Reverence and Veneration of the Di- 
yine Majeſty, yet: was He Stigmatized with the 
'Blackeſt of all:Marks and Characters, viz; That 
of a Blaſphemer. | And as the moſt horrid Slan- 
ders were invented: and publiſhed tothe World 
9: Hlim,j;{o; were they \generally believed coo. 
:There .is: Nothing wevare/ Owners of that's fo 
Expoſed ta,.the Mercy. of others, ': as are; our 
God-Names, Whoſoever hath a Tongue .in, his 
WH f C2 Head, 
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Head, if he'be bit Wicked enouph, and mg 
Univerſally &19wn to be a Wicked Man, can, 
when he pleaſeth, do our Names a miſchief, 
The Wiſe man ſaith, Proy. 25. 18. that A Mi 
that beareth falſe Witneſs against bis Neighbour, | 
a Maul, and a Sword, and a Sharp Arrow: That, 
He is made up and Compounded of all fat 
Miſchiefs. A Max! cannot give greater Bmuiſes, 
nor more effectually Fell to the ground, thik 
this ſort- of Weapon : Nor-a Sword pierce devhy, 
or Cut and Slaſh more Cruelly-::-- Nor a 'ſhajþ 
Arrow- wound ' at a greater diſtance, no nor i 
nothing ſo great a diſtance ; for there is no gt6 
ring -out of the Reach of a Slandering Forge; 
nor- is: there any where- to be found Security 
againſt it: I mean, beſides the Special and By: 
traordinary Providence of God. St. James-tilk 
us:in the fore-mentioned Chapter, ver. 7. &c. "thi 
Every "kind of Beaſts, and of Birds, and of Serftrii, 
and things in the Sea, 4s tamed, and hath been tame 
'of Man-kind ; But the Tongue (vig, The Tongit 
'of a Slanderer, as is plain by ver.'g.) can mo Mm 
tdme, it is an nnymily Evil, .(fuch an Evil as theft 
is no dealing with it) full of deadly Poiſon: Such 
as 1s too- ſtrong for-the moſt - Sovereign Af 
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the Eqge of the Sword, but mot fo many. as have 


flen by by the Tongue : "Well is he that "is defended 
{rom it, and hb not paſſed through the 'Yenome there= 


o. Who hath not drawn the Yoke thereof, nor bath 


| 


hen bound in #s bands? . For the ' Yoke thereof is as 


dkeof Tron, and the bands thereof as bands of Brafs. 
The 'death thereof i is an evil death, the Grave were 
beter than-it. So that the Slundeivic being an E- 


eatiy, againſt whoſe Aſfaults the greateſt Hu- : 


mn Power, * Policy- or Wiſdom; camort whol- 
=_— us 3 wall mighe King David conceive 

high -a- ſore againſt him, as -he here 
pteſteth. - And' the -like difpleaſine" doth he 


Iver ney Soul, O Lord, from lying Lips, aid from - 
beifol Ton w21e. What ſhall be given unto thee, or 
#ht ſhall Jo done - 1utto thee thou falſe Tongue 2 


Swp Arrows: of the Mighty,” with -Coals of Juniper. - 
Or, wich hot burning | Coles, — — tO the = 


thr Franflation. 


y pivcedd now to avks Hine" opliedtion of 
Whathach been' ſaid ; And it ſhall be This. 


Wgurneat, '35 abitidantly-ecvugh to refider the 
SN 


| May (faith the Sov of S0 ack) huve fallen by 


axe: againſt him, Pſalm. 120. 2; 3,4. De + 


"Bot, This little we- have: diſcourſed: on this | 
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Sin .of Slandering our Neighbour moſt abominable 
in our Eyes. I mean, 

1. The Sin of Deviſmg and Inveiting Defy 
mations and Slanders. This indeed is ſuch a wick- 
edneſs as one would think it ſhould be need- 
leſs to caution;thole againſt ir, I will. nocſay, 
who | profels Chriſtiauty, but who have | not 
bid adien to a[ll Humanity, Ie is ſuch a Black, 
ſuch a Hellſh Sin, as that- the Devil hath 
both his chief | Names and CharaFers - from it, 
O A::ſ97.G-, i, e. This, Name Devil, ſignifies 
the Slanderer. Satan ſignifies the Spiteful Enemy, 
The chiet Charafters we meet with in Scriptuce 
of the Dewi, are theſe two, The Father, of 
Lies, and - 1he ; Accuſer- of the Brethren. And 
therefore nothing can denominate us more per- 
fealy like the Devil, than this forging of Lies 
and, Calumnies againſt our Brethren. And we 
ſee, Pſalm, 50. 19, &c. with what. ſeverity the 
Great. God , expreſleth himſelf againſt thoſe that 
dare to commit This Sin. Saith He, Thou give} 
thy Mouth to Evil, and thy Tongue frameth Decett. | 
"Thou -ſitteſt-and ſpeakeſt againſt thy Brother, thou flat: 
dereſt thine ' own” \Mothers Son... Theſe' things hot | 
thou ;. done, and, 1, kept... ſilence ; thoy thoughteſt 


ther Þ was aglher fc: thy Half 


C15) 
F wit reprove thee, and 'ſet. them in order before. 
, I thine yes. And v. 16. He asks ſuch as Theſe, 
What they- had.to do to declare his” Statutes, or- that 
| BN they ſhould take bis (ovenant into their Mouths : Or 
| Þf to make profeſſion of- his Religion, or indeed 
of ay Religion. And wv. 22. He threatens them 
that He would tear them in Pieces, and there ſhould 
KN + none to deliver, if they would not con- 
ider what he now had ſaid, and lay it to: 
heart. | II Ho” dd Y WIT 
\ King Solomon puttech this PraCtice of Slan- 
_ bring, in the number of thoſe Sins, which God. 
Abominates in 'a more Eſpecial: manner. Prov. 
6.16.*&*c. Theſe fix things doth the Lord hate, 
yea ſeven are an Abomination,to him. 4 Proud Look, 
* & Lying Tongue, and Hands that” ſhed | Timnocent 
Blodd : An Heart that deviſeth' Witked Tag mati- 
0s ; Feet that be ſwift in" Runiting' to Miſchief : 
A. Falſe Witneſs that ſpeaketh - Lies : And he that 
ſaweth Diſcord among + Brethren. © And indeed all 
tee" Seven' things, except-the firſt, are ſiich as 
make the proper CharaQRer- of This ſort of Slah- 
derers 1: am now expoſing. And Rev. 22.15. 
Whoſoever loveth and maketh a Lie, is reckoned 
with Dogs and Sorcerers, and Whoremongers, and 
Mirtherers, and  Idolaters ; who are to'have their 
| Port ion 4 
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Portion i in the Lake the bur weth wha Fire and Brin 


; Let us no- Jt _ the Pratics of oy 


king up: Evil Reports againſt . any, than that of 
Inventing them; | We learn from P/al, 15, ] 
1 That This allo will exclude- us the: Kmgdom of 


Heaven ; \in that *cis here ſaid, . that among thoſe 
that ſhall abide in Gods Talcruach. and Joel 


his Holy Ell, He 1 is one that Backbiteth-nee. oh 


his Tongue, nor doth Evil to bis Neighbour. My 
taketh up a: Reproach againſt bis Neighbour :. Or 
doth not without Good Evidence give credit to it, 
and much leſs. ſpread and propagate it. The 


| Wiſe Man maketh him a Y/Vicked deer, who giveth 


heed to falſe Lips ; and a Lyar, who giveth ear. td 
a naughty Tongue. ' Prov. 17, 4, This is as much a 
Tranſp reſfion of the forementioned Golden Rate 
Of Jo as we would be done unto, as is Devi viſa 
and Fo ging. Slanders. I doubt hee 1 ts not mu 


leſs Malice in this PraQtice,, but I am ſure, it 


yours of every whit as little Charity, as. tha 


other Pra&tice doth. I can have no Charity for 


that man, againſt whom I am forward to belien 
and report whatſoever of evil I chance to hey 
of him. Nay, //biſperers and Backbiters, as well 
as Inventers of Evil things, are reckoned by _ 
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Pail, among thoſe obdurate Sinners, of whom 


he Prorpuncerh, That .God had given them over 


ds v8V GdoKuLv £0.4 Re probate mind, Rom. 1. 


29, 30, 


Haſty Believers =P Spreaders of falſe Re- 
ports, are the Tools and Inſtruments of thoſe 
that invent them, for the doing, of the Miſchief 


they deſign by a, And it is almoſt whol- 
h Long of hoſe that Thoſe wicked People are 


n a Capacity of doing. any Miſchief by their 


| Forgeries. 


 Weare Bound therefore by the ſtricteſt Bonds, 
by the Bonds of Charity, of Juſtice, and of Self- 
Preſervation, to be extremely Cautious of lend- 

our Ear to Tale-Bearers, leſt we be Invol- 
ied in their Guilt, and (o broug ht co ſhare wich 
hem, in their - dreadful Pnifhment. Since this 


;an expreſs Law of God, Thou ſhalt not go up 
md down as a Tale-bearer among thy People, Lev. 


19. 16. Surely 'tis as much a Law of His, That 


we ſhould not give incouragement to, thoſe 


whom we Know to be Tale-bearers, by Liftning 


.to- their Tales. 


Nay, Ve are (bliged. © to be fo. far from 


Believin a Report againſt our . Neighbour, 
meerly. on the Information of any One or 4 


D Few 


C8) 
Few Perſons, of whoſe Integrity, and of whiok 
certain Knowledge of the Truth chereof, we 
have not great Aſſurance, that we may nor nd. 
cher conclude any Man Guilty, from his being 
Accuſed by the Generality. There is indeed 1 
common ſaying, Yox Popul: eſt vox Dei, Th 
Voice of the People is the Voice of God, Andi 
A certain Sence it may well pals for a true Pre- 
verb. But as it is vulgarly underſtood, The 
Voice of the People- is'not the Yoice of God, as we 
of this (ity and Kingdom have often -found"by 
ſad Experience. All Wile and Honeſt Men 
cannot be, at this time of day, to ſeek for Con 
vittion, What: great Sufferers, even our 'GoMtr- 
' notrs themſelves: have been Wrong fully made'ts 
| be, by the Poice of the People, And I dare AF 
firm, That he who now takes the common 
Vogue for unqueſtionable Evidence, ' had Te 
'Tived in the Dayes of our Bleſſed Savior, would 
- have been made One among that wicked Crew, 
-who applauded the Sentence pronouncd”# 

gainſt Him. Ones 7 HOY 
And there is this weighty Reafon, -why Cov 
- mon Fame it ſelf is not to be Confided in, Vk 
For ought we can tell this Fame might fil 
© ariſe from but One Man, and that Man a Lia 
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to0'3. and this we Certainly know, that the: Go- 
nerality are fo void of, Charity, . as haſtily to 
Catch at Scandalous Stories, and axe much more 


efily perſwaded to think and report Evil Things 


ypon very ſlight Grounds, than god and com. 
pedable Things, upon the moſt evident and ap- 
parent Ones. And none have ſo ſad Experience 
of the Truth of this, as Thoſe of whoſe Repu- 


tation we are obliged to be the moſt tender.. 1 


Ma our Governours in Church and State. 

{ But ſuppoſe we have certain Aſſurance, that 
ſuch an ill Report did take its firſt Riſe from 
wt a few, yet we may not be. {ure but that 
theſe might be Wnited in one. common- Intereſt 
and Deſign; but in this Caſe, the Report of many 
arryes no whit ſtronger Evidence with it, than 
Wiz; came but from One Mouth. And this was, 
the yery Caſe. of our Bleſſed Lord: They were 
#&y who, firſt divulged vile Slanders of Him, 
dut..chey were All acted. by one andthe {ſame 


Principle, viz. That of Malice; and by the fame 
Defion, viz. That of Diſgracing Him among the 


People, and Incencing of King, Herod and Pontius 
Tilate-againſt- Him. 


Bye Laſtly, Suppole we could be certain, 
That the many firſt Reporters of Bad Stories 


D 2 were 


IT A ES Y- SORE LAB oper rr eer 6 


(20 
were not Linked: together by one Common Tye; 
yet eyen in this Caſe too we are bound to uſe 
Caution and Deliberation, before we give them 
undoubted Credir. Eſpecially if thoſe Stories 
relate ro- Words or Actions that are capable of 
a two-fold Interpretation. The ſame Afions may 
be Faulty or Commendable, according to the 
(circumſtances wherewith they are attended. And 
the ſame Words may be ſo too, according to 
the Occaſion: or Connexion of them. But Peopk 
are generally, even thoſe who have no Mal 
ous Intention, Raſh; and- Heady in judging 
AFfions without weighing: Circumſtances; and in 
running away with half Sentences ; or with 
whole ones, without Conſidering, What went b# 
fore, or followed- after. | 


% 


So: that, I ſay, as: we would not fall under 
the Guilt of that Sin, the exceeding Heinoiiſ 
neſs of which I have been repreſenting, Look 
we to it; that we be-not Haſty in taking- up 
Evill: Reports of any Body, - let them cometo 
us from never ſo many. If this be warrantable 
as I have already intimated, the joyning with 
thoſe who ran down our Saviour, and- at la 
Nailed Him to the Croſs, had been very Ex 
_ cuſeable, not to ſay Defen/ibl, © i 


(21) 
| And let us belieye as well as, without offering; 
Violence to our Reaſon, we can of all Men; 
and chuſe much rather in. our Judging, and 
in our Reports of Men, to offend en the Right 
than on the Left hand. IT am certain, thus 
much is implied 'in thoſe * two Precepts of our 
Lord, viz. Judg not that ye be not Judged ; for 
mth what Judgment ye Judge ye ſhall be Judged, and 
pith What Meaſure ye mete, it ſhall be meted to. 
m again. Matth. 7. 1 ;2.- And Fudge not accord- 
my to the appearance, but judg Righteous Jadgment, 
FX: a £10 


-4,-Onghr-the Slandering of our Neighbour to 


be ſo deteſted by us, then what an Abomina 
ble thing is it, to Slander, and injure the Good- 


"Name and Reputation of the Kings Majeſty; 


and of thoſe that under Him have Authority 
over us! *Tis an expreſs Law of: God, Exod: 
22. 28. & repeated by St. Paul, viz.-Thou ſhalt not 
Ryile the Gods, nor Curſe- (or ſpeak evil of) the Rus 
Ir.of thy People. And as to the King, *tis (6 


SH? 


preat- a wickedneſs to defame Hm, or'ſay any 
ing to the leſſening of his Honour, that the 
Wiſe Man thus chargeth us, Ecclef. 10, 20: Curfe 
not. the Ring, no not in -thy thought, 


And: 


(22) 


And tis as. much, the Peoples intereſ},. as ir 
is the Kin gs, that He be not Slaidered, or Spoken 
Evil '6f, For Seditious and RebUlious Prai- 
ces do uſually ariſe from Mens firſt taking | this 
Wicked Liberty ; as we have all known by ver 
ry woeful Experience, . And we. know. by the 
like experience, that 'the Kmg ſuffers not more 
by thoſe leud Pragtices, than the People neceſſarily 
mult., Es ; 

It was 2 good ſaying, as I rernember, of 
Ariſtotle, 0 Tov "Aeyovra tarnyoea Thy moNy 
viBeila, VVhoſoever defames the Prince, is Injie 
rious to the Common=/] Veath'; Of Miſchief iy $s- 
ects. .... "a 
: And as for thoſe that take libery to * Invent 
or Tell Stories reflecting upon . their Eccle/; aftica | 
Governours, - Paſtors, or' Teachers, they are.in 
a ſpecial manner. injurious.to the Souls þ Men, 
For v4 Hh ſo tends: to- the'prejudicing of ther 
People oſt their Dottring; ;as rheir having a 
Evil Opinion. of - their Perſons. .. And for,thi 
Reaſon, I .think-none are, {0 _rayigh; concerned 
to keep their Good-Names as unſpotted as ,they 
can, and tocclear themſelves. of. wharſoever Ah 
pertions are caſt upon them, as They.are, 


The 


C23) 
 » The Concluſon: 


\ Nd now I will take this Occafion-to inform 
L % you, That Some having preatly concerned 
('' themſelvesot late, to carry Tales of Scandas 
fous Paſſages which they pretend to have heard 
from the Pulpits of divers of my Brethren in this 
Gy, there are Others who have yery - lately 
Jone'the like: good Office for My elf. I am 
00 well aware Who they are, I will tell you 
ho they are Not ; I am very confident, - they 
te'-not ' Papifts, ar lealt nor Profeſſed ones. - But 


ou of this Pariſh may have a ſhrewd guoſ 


within'a very few; for you maſt 'needs know 
ome to have long expreſſed as bitter and im- 
*pkcable enmity- againſt me, 'asif-we had bzen 
Uob two | Churches and Contrary Religions : ' Andithat 


WFithout'the leaſt provocation on My part. And 


"F doubt - not there- are many. of the Roman Re- 


| "hoon; from whom {henld have had much more ; 
a, Fair, and: ( briſtian Treatment: "As lent as 
"Thave been hitherto, -this "is - not-the firſt nor 
fecoid time neither, that {I have been in-the'ſelf- 
ſame'm 1nneft moſt viletyabnfed by "Thefe Pevple, 
'a5*in due time, I truſt in God will be made 

manikeſkt, 


= Ca 

manifeſt, My laſt "I was this, (or 
ar leaſt the laſt I have heard of) "That I vent- 
ed in this Pulpic,-on All-Saints- Day, viz; This day 
Fortnight, a Bitter Curft e againſt the Papiſts, together 
with all thoſe (for which I truſt to the Memory of 
an Extraordinary Perſon) who give them encourage- 
ment. And the Curſe I underſtand was worded to 
this Effect ; I wiſh their Names and Memories may Rat 
Eternally. Whatſoever the Expreſs Words were, 
I hear they perfealy Agreed in the  ſelf-ſany, 
which is ſo far from Evidence of their telling 
Truth of me, that *tis a much ſtronger Argu- 
'ment of their being Conſpirators againlt me, 
But may this Cur/e, inſtead of falling upon.the 
Papiſts,- or thoſe that Encourage them, light up- 
.on my Own Name and Memory, if I either 
Pronounced 7, or any Curle like it againſt 6s 
ther the One or the other, or any Curſe at al #- 
-gainſt either... 'And as I ſolemnly Appeal.40 
God Almighty, lo I Appeal to You my Auditors, 
Whether there were the leaſt 4ppearance or Sha- | 
dow of an | Occaſion given by me, for ſuch an 


| Information as. ths againſt me. 1 Appeal 0 


You allo, ' Whether -you can think it Poſſiht, 
that ſuch an Accuſation as this could arife from 
_ , meer Miſtake. | am' Confident; That All, who 


_ minded 


_— 


(35) 
mnded my Sermon, will pronounce, chat nei- 
ther this (barge, nor aw Charge: that hath the 


leaſt likeneſs to it, be it Worded how it will, muſt 


be nothing better than pure Invention; which 
we have ſhewn is the moſt Horrible, way of 
Slandermg. ; | | 

- I prevailed with & moſt Worthy Prelate to 
kear that Sermon read out of my Notes word 
for word, and I cannor-call ro mind my having 
ſaid above three or four Words more than are 
in my Notes, and thoſe I acquainted his Lord- 
ſhip with, meerly that I might truly ſay, That 
He had nothing. of the Sermon Concealed from 
Him. _ And after it was read, not one Bit of 
a Sentence could be fixed upon, that might put 
my Enemies in mind to Invent ſuch a Slander 
as this of me, unleſs it were this, viz. If we dv 
mt. juſtify to all the World (meaning, as before 
was expreſled, we Divines of the Church of Eng- 
lad) the Repreſentations we have made of that Res 
gion (viz, the Roman) to our People, let our Names 
ſtink, and our Memories be covered with Eternal ſhame. 
And theſe words next follow, Tis a moſt wicked thing 
to Slander a particular Perſon, and much more to 
Slander and Be-lye a whole Church, and that ſo Ex- 
llent and Famous a Church, as that of Rome once 
jy Was. 


(26) 
was, So that if I had been Accuſed of Curſes 
ing my Self, or my Brethren, inſtead of the Pa: 


pits, and thoſe that Encourage them, there 'had | 


been 2 much more Colourable Pretence for ſuch 
A Calumny. 


[ know I hant lived ſuch a Life as that ab * 


ter ſo Solemn Appeals: as 1 have now. made 
my perfe& Innocence, as te this Charpe, ſhould 
be in the leaſt Queſtioned by rhoſe, who have 
the leaſt Knowledge of me. - Bur as for thoſe 
that are Acquainted with mae, 1 am certain they 
need no ſuch Appeals to Satisfy them, that I could 
not be Guilty of ſo Hn-Chri/tjan a thing, as the 


Curking of any Man, upon any account; and 


much leſs, as the Curſing of any Sort of Men, 
upon the account of their being of a differ, 
Religion from my Self. For as to all | /ud, 
1 have very rarely been blamed for an 
| Defeft of Charity towards them; but I have £ 
ten been Cenſured as being in the other Extreme, 
wiz, Of the Exceſs of Charity, which. 1 have 
alwayes concluded to be much the ſafeſt. 

\ Good Lord, , That any,-. who profeſs them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, ſhould be fo depraved, as to at- 
tend our Preaching God's: holy Word, with 
Ao better a Deſign, than to be Spyes —_— 

an 


| 


(27) 


znd-w6-cateh at all advantages (and when they 
can find none, to make them) for the Ruining of us 
znd our Families; Nay,” and which is worſe, if 
worle can be, that ſuch fthonld dare to receive the 
| Holy Communion, and that at Thejr hands too, againſt 
whom they are alwayes Contriving of Miſchief. 
God Grant that ſuch People may at length ſe- 
ouſly lay ro heart, the wretched Stare they are 
in, and conſider what a ſevere Reckoning, they 
fall one day be called to for fach Pradtices. And 
that, if timely Repentznce prevent it not, there 
will moſt certainly be Bitterneſs in the Latter End. 


1 have ſometimes e&'ne Trembled to think, what 


hotrid Crimes the Devil in time may draw ſuch 
into, who are ſo forſaken of the Divine Grace, as 
to/be Able to do fuch things as Theſe. | 
\T have long Remembred my Adyerfſaries par- 
ticularly in my. Daily Prayers, that God would 
be pleaſed to give them true Repentance for the 
many great Injuries they have done me, and for 
their o:her Sins, that their Souls may be ſaved in 
the day of the Lord Jeſus. _ 
| am under a greater neceſlity than you are a- 
ware of, thus to clear my Innocence; and what 


| have now done, hath-nat heen'. without the beſt 
Advice. 


. 
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Thanks 
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Thanks be to God, His Majeſty is {0-Juſt 
Gracious a Prince, as inſtead of readily cred 
41 Stories. of us, to: give. us Opportunities By 
clearing of our Fnnocence : And very willing 
Condeſcends, Audire altexam Partem,, to the 
ing of our V; ndications, No#-is Bis Majeſty: 
forward to the receiving of Satisfaction cong | 
ing. our Innocence, than. Patient. in 'Zþg 
Complaints againſt us. Which Grace oh! 
lays a Farther Obligation upon us, to Pray} 
His Majefties Long and Happy Reign over y 

] will now Conclude, with thatmoſt Che 
Petition of our Church in the Litany.. We by 
thee Good Lord, That it may pleaſe 'Thge to F 
our Enemtes, Perſecutors and Slanderers, atds;to 
their | "5884 And with the Interceſſion-0 ol 
Blefſed Saviour upon: the Croſs, for his E Zlop 
Enemies: Father Jgive tions for they | 
what they do. q] 


